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Joint exercise test forward deployed amphibious ship  

Journalist 3rd Class Robert N. Sealover, USS Fort McHenry public affairs 
 

 USS FORT MCHENRY AT SEA -- Sailors from USS Fort McHenry (LSD 43) 
put in some extra hours Sept. 8-10 on loading elements of the 31st Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (MEU), where they will spend the next few weeks participating in the semi-annual 
Blue-Green Workups. 
 Blue-Green Workups provide the Navy and Marine Corps team the opportunity to 
familiarize themselves with one another and prepare them to operate as one collective 
unit. 
 “Most of our guys are fairly young and many have never been to sea,” said 1st Sgt. 
Roger Jenness, Sergeant Major for the 31st MEU.  “A lot of them have never worked with 
Sailors other than the corpsmen that go into the field with them so it’s great for the 
Marines to get to see how the rest of the Navy operates.”   
  During Blue-Greens, Fort McHenry Sailors re- familiarize themselves with the 
various amphibious warfare platforms, such as Landing Craft Air Cushioned (LCACs), 
Landing Craft Utility (LCU), Amphibious Assault Vehicles (AAV) and a variety of 
smaller craft. 
 “This gives our younger Sailors an opportunity to train and qualify in a rigorous 
training environment,” said Lt. Cmdr. Nathan Moyer, Fort McHenry’s first lieutenant.  
“They learn to operate all the equipment and systems that we use to land Marines.” 
 In any real world situation, Fort McHenry Sailors would have to working closely 
with not only their MEU brethren, but also the other ships of the Essex Amphibious 
Ready Group (ARG).  The exercises help strengthen these ship-to-ship evolutions by 
each ship’s operations specialists coordinating the movement of amphibious vehicles as 
well as helicopters between the ships and the beach and ship-to-ship. 
 The ARG’s primary mission of warfighting through amphibious operations is 
brought into the spotlight during the three-week exercise, but there is also a focus on the 
ARG’s other capabilities as well, such as humanitarian missions. 
 “Blue/Greens give us the chance to work with our main offensive weapon—
United States Marines,” said Moyer.  “We can coordinate all the operations necessary to 
meet real world hostilities or crisis abroad.” 



 New to this cycle of Blue-Greens was the addition of a “John Wayne” Day, when 
Sailors were able to go ashore with the Marines and experience firsthand the work that 
the MEU does. 
 “I think it's great,” said Jenness.  “The Marine Corps could not exist in its primary 
function without the Navy...but it's a two-way street.  The Sailors wouldn't completely 
understand what we do until they hit the shore, which this gives them an opportunity to 
do.” 
 While ashore, Sailors who took part in the activities received a good taste of what 
their camouflaged counterparts do on a day-to-day basis. 
 “They let us ride in a lot of different things,” said Personnelmen Seaman Mario 
Moore.  “The best part was riding the Zodiacs, they were so fast I thought I was going to 
fly out.  It was great.” 
 Fort McHenry is a dock- landing ship forward deployed to Sasebo, Japan. 

 


