
February 8, 2005

Bill and Mardie Scott
8226 Alafia Ridge Road
Riverview, FL 33569

Dear Bill and Mardie:

I am writing to report the death of my Father, Capt. Francis Y. Thigpen, USN, who passed away
on November 26, 2004. He is survived by my Mother, Ann Thigpen and three children. My
Father was involved with the Essex Organization, and was co-host of the reunion which was held
in Pensacola, Florida.

I have enclosed the copy of the obituary as you have requested, which higlights his extended
Naval Career. If you need any additional information, please contact me at 615-646-8722 or
bpwatsonll@cs.com.

Thank you very much for your assistance. He was a great man.

Sincerely,

~p~Patricia Watson
J)auQhter
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FRANCIS;Y. THIGPEN.
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Captain Francis Y. Thigpen"
80, ..of Navarre, FL passed
away0bri' FriClay; November 26,

12004. '
! .He was born ih Montgomery,rAL'on May 30, 1924. Captain
Thigpen served in the United
States Navy from 1942 to 1973,
He- served as a pilot on the
USS ESSEX with Figl1ter BOmb-:-
er Squadron 83, and took-part
in the Okinawa and Japan c?m'-

,paign~ of ,1945., Captain
'Thigpen also served' on .the

USS ,BATAAN during the Kore...,
I an War and as Commanding
Officer ,of VS-32 , Quonset
Point, RI. He served with t.he
Joint Chiefs of Staff as Corn-
mand CE!l"IterOperations Chief'
of the- - National Emergency
Command PosL,aftoat 'on the
USS WRIGHT. Captain Thigpen
was Commanding Officer of
the Naval Air Technical Training
Center at Lakehurst, NJ.' He
completed his Navy career at
NAS Pensacola on the Staff of
the NavaLEducation and Deve~-:-
opmemt Office.' Ie'

Captain Thigpen's decora-
tions include the Distinguished
Flying Cr,oss, Meritorious Serv;-
ice Medal, Air Medal with
Three Stars, .American Cam-
paign ,Medal, Asiatic Pacific:::
Medal with Two Stars, Philip-
pine Liberation Mepal, and the
PresidentialOnit Citation.' ' .
,tie is survived by his Wife ,of
-56 years, the formep Ann
,BroWIJ,,\oJ. Pensacola; ,brother,
,Tlilomas Tl1lgp~n"anq, hi.SiiWifei',i,
,M,iqtaofAlb14quer9HE!' ",,,~M;c,
,brother; 'charles Thlgl;1en ~ng,
his wife" PeggyiLof..G}!eeo§borc;;hi"
AL;."daughtel'; ;F.ere$a~,Wlurray ,.
:of",' .,waQ;\iicki, ,','.AI;';:rB;:ib~t!:e.~'
,~onr?d' c,i09 .i;1e!t,iI1Us15aq9!I';,{J3,Hk'
,;of sev,erna.", Pa~kt.MD; /sor1'/\,'
Frank' Thigpen;rand,.hls,,, W!f,E!HY

.Laurie of Bru~selsi., ;'B~lgiur;q;",
daughter;i!:,Patrici8.l~YVat~bn''iandi,

" her husband,B,rad of;E;raqk!in,;i.;
TN: and nineorandchildren. "

Honorary Pallbearers will be
Lt. CdI'. William Andrews, ,Col.
Velfort DeArmond, Capt/Hugh
Il.yon, CdI'. ,Lawrence RLlsso,
Lt.Col. Malcolm Stfickland,
Capt. Cecil Vollmer, and CdI'.
Marshall Whitehurst.

VisitatiOn wiil.be 'held on
Tuesday, Nove,inber 30, 2004;
fr()1T15~7"p.m. at the QakLaw(1
Funeral Home in Pensacola.

Funeral serviGes will 6e held
bnVyedilesday, Dec~mbEw 1,
2004' at 10:45, a~m.at the All
Faith~Chapel, Pensacola Naval
Air ,Station. Burial .WHl:folioWat
the "Barrancas National Ceme-
tery.' " " ,,' <

k :OoDatiqnsr:nay be made 'to
i th'E1Pen~acola.Flight;21 Sc!1olar-
I ship: Fund, . .order .()f
i Dae'dalla,ns,a,National Fraterni-
! ty of' Military '.Pilots. Captain

Thigpen served as Daedalian:Flight 21 Captain in 1981 and al-
soas Co-Chairman of the An-
nual Flight Scholarship Golf
Tournament for many years.
The mailing address. is:
Daedalian Flight 21, P.O..Box
33310, Naval Air Station, Pensa-
cola FL 32508-3310.


